December 12 & 13
7:00 PM

You Are Invited!

Celebrate the sights and sounds of Christmas
at Westoak Woods Baptist Church.

The choirs and drama ministries will show
the meaning of Christmas through a little boy
and a pair of shoes.

Kid’s Choirs Christmas Music
December 6 - 6:00 PM

Come join us for a night of Christmas
music presented by our Kid's Choirs.
Our Preschool Praise will begin the eve-
ning. Following will be the Power Praise
and Xtreme Praise Choirs. You won't
want to miss seeing and hearing the chil-
dren singing their Christmas praises.
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At Westoak Woods, we make up a family. 1 Peter 5:17

speaks of the “family of God”. Through the blood of

Jesus, we are brothers and sisters in Christ. As a

Christian community, we have a duty to help each

family that makes up the larger WWBC family to grow

in Christ. Through the spiritual growth of each member
of your household, you will be strengthened and unified in the love of Jesus
Christ. Miraculously, as we grow closer to God, we grow closer to others who
are walking with him—both in our home and our church. As you consider how
God has blessed you, your family, and our church family in 2009 and as you
look at the new horizons before you in 2010, there are a couple of things that |
want to encourage you to consider:

HELP WESTOAK WOODS FINISH THE YEAR STRONG: The final month
of the year is always a critical time in our church’s financial health.
Please consider making a gift to the Lord and his kingdom through a
special gift to our church. Through your faithful giving, we can weather
the recession and continue to minister effectively in 2010. Currently
our Finance Committee is evaluating how deeply we will need to cut
funds for next year to meet our present giving levels. You are a part of
setting those goals. May the Lord bless you as you give to his
kingdom’s work.

FOCUS YOUR FAMILY ON THE LORD: In 2010, we will focus on a vision
of helping you as a family to be strengthened in your faith. | want to go
ahead and encourage you to put the Lord and his work in your family
at the top of your priority list. In the coming month, you will be
challenged with the tools and opportunities necessary to assist you in
guiding your family through a daily study of the Bible. This will be key
to putting Christ first in your home. Being in church weekly is also a
necessity if you are going to be the family that God aims for you. Will
you make a commitment to spend time in the Bible everyday and be in
church every week? May the Lord bless you as you put him first in
your family.

SERVE THE LORD TOGETHER: In 2010, the Missions Committee is
challenging us to live out Jesus’ commission in Acts 1:8 of being
witnesses in our community, our country, and our world. Throughout
the year we will be doing mission work together as the WWBC family
at the Baptist Community Center (community), Mission Arlington
(country) and in Romania (world). As you hear about these
opportunities, please pray about leading your entire family to be a part
of fulfilling Christ's commission. Consider how God might bless your
family if you decided to take a week off to serve him together rather
than vacationing together. It may not sound as glamorous, but |
guarantee you that the rewards are unparalleled. May the Lord bless
you as you model a life of servanthood.
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Karen and | want to thank each of you who called, sent us a card, or personally
stopped to say a few meaningful words of encouragement as we dealt with the
loss of my brother recently. Church fellowship is a wonderful thing and never
more apparent than when you have a personal loss. We appreciate each and
every one of you.
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"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth." Acts 1:8

Over 17 years ago my wife said to me, “One day | want to be a missionary and
go out into the world and tell others about Jesus”. About 5 years ago that be-
came a reality. Then she said to me, “I would love for our children to do mis-
sion work with us”. About 2 years ago that too became a reality. Christi and |
love serving the Lord together and we are so blessed to have Jordan and
Devin both serve right along with us. With the 2010 vision on missions being
the Acts 1:8 challenge and the focus for WWBC being “We are family”, the
missions committee is very excited to present the following mission
opportunities for 2010.

Local Mission : Fall of 2010 (exacts dates to come) WWBC Missions has
underwritten a local family-encouraged mission at the Baptist Community
Center. We will be doing small work projects there such as replacing the
siding on the east side of the building and possibly be leveling the second floor
of the center. This will be done over several weekends. More information will
be given on Sunday 11/29/09 when Pastor Patrick begins his sermon
emphasis on the Acts 1:8 challenge.

State/National Mission : Mission Arlington. It will take place in Arlington
Texas on 3/14 - 3/20/10 and is geared for the entire family. This is an exciting
opportunity during Spring Break and will be an incredible way to spend time
with your family and serve the Lord. More information will be given on Sunday
12/6/09 when Pastor Patrick continues his sermon emphasis on the Acts 1:8
challenge.

International Mission: ~ WWBC will be traveling to Romania with Pathway to
Joy Ministries on 7/2 thru 7/12/10. We will be assisting with the children’s hos-
pital and working with the orphans and gypsy children. What an awesome op-
portunity to serve the Lord internationally. More information will be given on
Sunday 12/13/09 when Pastor Patrick concludes his sermon emphasis on the
Acts 1:8 challenge.

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering : 2009 is not over yet and we have one more
final Mission emphasis. The Lottie Moon offering is a great way to support in-
ternational missions. This year's goal is set at $3,000.00. There will be a
Christmas wreath displayed that is wrapped in lights. For each $100.00 raised,
a light with be lit. Our goal is to have the wreath lit by Christmas. The offering
will run from 11/29 thru 12/27.
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We would like to thank the following Extended Session volunteers for the month of
November: Diana Sipley, Sharon Adams, Stephanie Miller, Bob & Glenda
Woolsey, Vickie Sherrill, Donna & Steve Kanetzky, Lynn Owen, Cindy Little.
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We would like to thank you so much for your support of the Pajama Program this
year. We have given over 2500 pairs of pajamas and books to the shelter and
couldn't have done it without your help. If your child has any books (children or teen-
age) that are in good condition (like new) we are always taking donations. We also
need older boys and girls books (Age 16-18). God Bless You for your help. We al-
ways are looking for volunteers, so if you can help a couple of hours, please contact
me.
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A while back, Charre was attending a function for just women, so | had the joy
of having a “guy’s day” with Brent and Barrett. We ate what we wanted (lots of
meat and no veggies)...we didn’t do any cleaning...we watched sports on TV...
and we went bowling. That is a day we should have more often!

None of the Smith family is known as professional bowlers (except on the wii).
However, when you get all males together, we tend to make challenges to each
other that we know we can't live up to. Today would be different. | knew | could
beat both of my boys at bowling. Why? Because | was “SuperDad.” | donned
my superhero outfit and put on my superhero bowling shoes. This was a day
that “SuperDad” would show my boys what a real bowler could do.

We decided to let Barrett go first since he was the youngest. He didn’t take any
time to aim the ball. He just ran toward the foul line and hurled the ball with
both hands. To my amazement it went straight down the lane and knocked
down all the pins. | couldn’t believe he had a strike in the first frame. Brent was
up next. He took a little more time on his approach and rolled his ball. You
guessed it...right down the middle for a strike! The pressure was on. However,
it was SuperDad’s time to show them how a pro does it. | took my aim and
placed my eagle eye exactly where the ball should go. As | was walking toward
the foul line, my balance was out of sync with my feet. Something tripped me up
and | was completely out of control. | didn’t only throw the ball past the foul line,
but | also threw my entire body. | stumbled half way down the lane with the foul
buzzer going off so everyone in the place could see who had fallen. As | looked
up, my ball was trickling down the gutter. No pins were knocked down. The only
thing knocked down was my pride.

Hebrews 3:12-14 says, “So watch your step, friends. Make sure there's no evil
unbelief lying around that will trip you up and throw you off course, diverting you
from the living God. For as long as it's still God's Today, keep each other on
your toes so sin doesn't slow down your reflexes. If we can only keep our grip
on the sure thing we started out with, we're in this with Christ for the long
haul.” (The Message)

What is tripping you up in your walk with Christ? It is so easy to get side-
tracked from our aim. We set our eyes on the goal, but often fall short because
of sin. Our hearts turn away from the living God when we stubbornly refuse to
believe him. But God can give us new hearts, new desires and new spirits. Sin
is so deceitful. It attracts but also destroys. As believers, we need to stay in fel-
lowship with other believers. We should be talking about our faith. We should be
encouragers and not discouragers.

Here is the application. Watch your steps today. Don't just live your life today
without purpose. Live it with a passion for an abundant life. Satan wants to trip
you up in your walk. He wants you to give in to the enticement of sin. In all that
you do, keep your aim on Jesus. He won't trip you up!




Westoak Woods
Baptist Church
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Have you ever just sat and watched a group of
men and women and how they interact and
socialize in a group? It is really quite funny and
entertaining to do. Women light-up when they
discuss new jewelry or hairstyles or their “finds”
from a shopping trip. Their faces become ani-
mated and their hands start flying to help the lis-
tener envision the described scene. Cast a glance over to the men the
next time you hear such subjects come up and watch their reaction.
Their eyes glaze and their minds tend to wander to some other
destination. They try to not be rude, but it is like turning off a light switch
when a man hears women start talking about “girl things.” And heaven
forbid it for moms to begin talking about their kids! You can almost see
the drool begin pooling as the men begin to doze! If you really want to
see how fast a man can leave the room, try bringing up the child birth
subject. Now that's funny! That's a great way to get a man to thinking!
He’s desperately trying to think of an excuse to get away as quickly as
possible!

Unless the women involved are big sports fans, watch what happens to
them when sports conversations begin. You can observe them as their
eyes begin darting around the room looking for something to either
change the subject or for somebody who will talk about something else.
Their huge doe-eyes are quickly searching for anyone to chat with or
someone who will call them out of the room. Conversations about power
tools, fishing trips and engine parts will get men to compare and contrast
the discussed items vehemently, but will send a female hostess into the
kitchen in a hurry to get the refreshments ready!

We obviously speak passionately and excitedly about the things that are
important to us. | sometimes wonder if we speak that way about God
and what He is doing in our lives. Can people just watch our reactions
and know that living an abundant Christian life is our top priority? Do
they hear the passion in our voices when we speak about going to
worship or Bible study? Do we share the latest “finds” of our spiritual
lives? Do our kids see and hear us sharing abundant living with others
and them? Psalm 145:4 says, “One generation will commend your
works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts.” Speaking about what
God is doing in us is great to “share” in a conversation with our friends.
This is especially true if the conversation has been filled with inappropri-
ate content or a barrage of curse words.

So, while you're waiting in those long shopping lines this year, get ready
for some entertainment. There should be plenty of opportunities to
observe verbal and nonverbal communication. You might even get a
chance to share some blessings with others! Hope you get some gig-
gles!

Our Kids’ Choirs will be presenting their music on Sunday, December 6,
at 6:00pm. Whether you have kids singing that night or not, come join in
on the Christmas music and be blessed by our kids.
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What are your holidays going to look like? Are they going to be the same old
thing? | am looking forward to these holidays. | normally am not a "holiday" per-
son, but this season holds a special expectation for me. This will be my first holi-
day season as a married man, the first in the Austin area and the first with a new
church family. All of these things excite me. | look at this time as a new chapter
in my life and you get to ride along as it unfolds. So buckle up, it will probably be
fast and furious. Thanksgiving brings memories of food, football and family to
my mind. Along with this, a time of reflection about God's provision in our lives
should be present (I am talking about more than just saying what we are thank-
ful for around the table). God has been so good to me through this past year. |
cannot begin to express how wonderful He has been. However, | would like to
convey my appreciation to those of you who actively participate in our student
activities. Thank you to Jeff and Kris Berthelsen, Laura Rogers, Nathan and Sta-
cey Culver, Leslie Bradshaw and Jeanna Wright for all the work they put into the
Life Groups for our high school and Jr. high. | would also like to thank Melissa
Reagan, Chris Sanders, Phillip Smith and Richard Todd for leading in praise
and worship on Sunday mornings; Tracy Terrill leads youth devotional groups;
Keith Hall, Don Crook and Jeanna Wright help out at our mid week service. And
last, but not least, Jeremy and Randy Zaborowski and Chris and Lynda Sanders
help out with our young adult ministry. Without these people, our stu-
dent ministries would not function. All of these adults work very hard to minister
to the young people involved with our church family. (Shameless plug) We need
more help!!! As God continues to bless these ministries, we will need new faces
to help. God has gifted us all uniquely and all we have to do is use those gifts.
We need more adults for teachers, group leaders, crowd control, prep work,
driving, hugging and many other things that | can’t even think of right now.
Please pray about how you could participate in these ministries. If you have any
questions, talk to one of the people | have named or come talk to me. This is
just one of the things | am thankful for. What are you thankful for?

This leads us to Christmas. Traditionally this has been one of my least favorite
times of the year (you can call me the Grinch if you want to). Christmas has al-
ways seemed like a time to get so busy with stuff that before you know it you
forgot to enjoy the season, the people and the meaning. This year my lovely
wife and | have decided to de-clutter Christmas. We are going to slow down and
focus on the truly important things; family, friends, helping others and God. |
would encourage you to join us in this endeavor. Don't get caught up in all
the "hoop la" that surrounds this time of the year. | believe that if we can truly
focus in on what the holidays are all about, we will enjoy them so much more
than if we get swept away by the rest of the stuff. So, from the Wright house-
hold, Happy Holidays and a very Merry Christmas.
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Karen McGee and her family in the passing of her dad, Donald Kidd, September 30th.
Please be in prayer for this family.

Hugh Clark and his family in the death of his daughter, Jan Clark, on October 26th after
a long battle with cancer.

Royce Yates and his family in the death of his brother on October 25th.

John Fuller and his family in the death of his sister-in-law, Shirley Fuller, on October
21st.
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As we near the end of 2009, Westoak Woods once again finds itself
needing to end the year strong financially. As has been the pattern for
the last several years, WWBC dips into our reserves in order to meet ex-
penses incurred throughout the year. Historically, December has been a
tremendous month of offerings that has enabled us to replenish our re-
serves and has set us up for a positive beginning for the new year.

Budgeting for the new year, which begins in January, is always challeng-
ing because a strong year-end is so critical to making financials plans for
the following year. For this reason, WWBC hasn't been able to adopt a
new budget until January. With a struggling economy, there is a greater
concern for how Westoak Woods will end the year. Each family is en-
couraged to do the following:

o Pray for WWBC's finances and seek the Lord's will for your fam-
ily's financial support of our church.

o Check your records to see if there's any missed offerings or catch
-up that is needed.

o Consider a special year-end gift to the church.

Don't forget that tithes and offerings need to be received by the church or
postmarked no later than December 31, 2009 in order to be considered
for 2009 recordkeeping.

Over the years we've seen God do some pretty amazing things in our
lives individually and corporately as a church. As we give ourselves to
prayer and devote ourselves to his body, the church, we'll see God con-
tinue to provide and to bless.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
Ephesians 1:3
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Registration for Fall, 2010, preschool at Westoak Woods Preschool will
begin in late January for current students. Church members have the
next option to enroll. Please let me know if you would like your child to
attend in the fall.




